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I am a Lie and I am Gold is an exhibition about photography without the inclusion of a single 
photograph. Curated by artist Marco Breuer, the exhibition features drawings, paintings, 
sculptures, textiles, and installations by 27 artists who engage with a wide range of photographic 
issues. This exhibition is based on the idea that photography is a principle, not a product. 
 
The ubiquity of photography has a considerable equalizing effect. Everything eventually ends up 
as a photograph—every experience, every piece of matter is sooner or later translated into a 
photograph, and then of course shared, and used as a measuring stick for all future experiences. 
Photography is at once the most public and the most private of mediums. It is an ever-shifting 
practice that manifests in many hybrid forms. 
 
Photography in all its manifestations has had an enormous influence on other art forms. Artists 
from Monet to Gerhard Richter have not only based their works on photographic images, they 
have often borrowed the very concept of photography itself. Many artists have a complicated 
relationship to the medium, at times working less with and more against photography. David 
Hockney once said: “Photography is all right if you don’t mind looking at the world from the point 
of view of a paralyzed Cyclops, for a split second.” 
 
Despite the misgivings that many of the artists in the show have about the medium, they choose 
to actively engage with photography, and, in essence, they practice photography by other means. 
This exhibition looks at a broad set of ideas related to the medium of photography, including the 
deluge of news media images, the camera fetish, the photograph as translation, the unique vs. 
the copy, and the photographic record as fiction.  
 
At the heart of I am a Lie and I am Gold is the question: how has photography influenced our 
perception, what we see, and how we see it? Photographer Dorothea Lange wrote that the 
camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a camera. But maybe what the 
camera has really taught us is how to see like a camera. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/90320.Dorothea_Lange


 

 

 
The title of the exhibition is from the song I am a Photograph by Amanda Lear. 
 
Artists included in the exhibition: Joe Amrhein, Marina Berio, Mel Bochner, Nathalie Boutté, 
Matthew Brandt, Davide Cantoni, Marcin Cienski, Daniel Davidson, Kirsten Everberg, Natalie 
Frank, Erik Hanson, Eberhard Havekost, Arnold Helbling, Johannes Kahrs, Mark Khaisman, 
Wayne Koestenbaum, Sze Tsung Leong, Glenn Ligon, Cynthia Lin, Anna Plesset, Frank Selby, 
Greg Smith, Molly Springfield, Julianne Swartz, Alison Elizabeth Taylor, Jim Torok, and Martin 
Wilner. 
 
The curator of this exhibition, artist Marco Breuer, has exhibited widely throughout the United 
States and Europe. Last month he received the inaugural Larry Sultan Photography Award. 
Breuer’s work is in numerous public collections, including the Museum of Modern Art and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York; the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC; the J. 
Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles; the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; and the 
Staatsgalerie in Stuttgart, Germany. A traveling retrospective of Breuer’s work will open at the 
Milwaukee Art Museum in 2017. 
 
 

 
For more information, please contact Alissa Schoenfeld at 212.414.0370 or alissa@yossimilo.com,  

or visit the gallery's website at www.yossimilo.com.  

http://www.yossimilo.com/

